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POLICY

It is the policy of <<Facility Name>> that all piped medical gas systems shall be accessible and properly labeled in compliance with the NFPA 99-2012, Chapter 5.
PROCEDURE

1. All main supply valves and area control (shut-off) valves for piped medical gas and vacuum systems shall be accessible and clearly labeled.

2. Piping is labeled by stencil or adhesive markers identifying the gas or vacuum system, including the name of the system or chemical symbol, color code (see NFPA 99-2012: Table 5.1.11), and operating pressure if other than standard.

3. Labels are at intervals of 20 feet or less and are in every room, at both sides of wall penetrations, and on every story traversed by the riser.

4. Piping is not painted.

5. All medical gas systems shall be labeled per NFPA 99-2012, Chapter 5. Zone valve labeling shall include the exact rooms or areas that are served by the load side of the zone valve(s). Example: PACU Rooms 1, 2, 3, 5, 6.
6. Staff is trained about the locations of the applicable medical gas zone valves, which might be needed during emergencies. 

7. Shutoff valves are identified with the name or chemical symbol of the gas or vacuum system, room or area served, and caution not to use the valve except in an emergency.

8. Staff must know who is authorized to shut off during an emergency. The <<administrator, nursing supervisor, or his/her designee>> will assess the need for oxygen supply to the affected area should be discontinued.  Only the <<administrator or his/her designee and/or Fire Marshall>> are authorized to order a supply valve closed.  A member of the <<Respiratory Care Department>> will be responsible for closing the valve after ensuring all persons dependent on oxygen delivery systems are properly treated. NOTE: Except for Surgery areas only, the Anesthesia personnel will turn off the oxygen. This information is located in the Fire Response Plan

9. The accessibility of all shut-off valves, as well as the main control valves, shall undergo regular monitoring during environmental tours to ensure no obstructions exist and a minimum 36-inch clearance is adhered to.
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