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POLICY 

To support <<Facility Name>> commitment to provide a safe and healthy workplace for all employees using or exposed to hazardous gases and vapors or potential exposures to Glutaraldehyde, employees are monitored, and levels controlled by engineering, administrative and work practice methods.

DEFINITIONS 

A. Gluteraldehyde is used in hospitals for cold disinfection of medical instruments and supplies also known as the brand name of Cidex®.  It is considered by OSHA and ACGIH (American Conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienists) to be a hazardous substance.  Health hazards include irritation to eyes, respiratory tract, and skin and can cause headaches.  Proper use will help prevent these effects.

B. OSHA PEL (Permissible Exposure Limit) is 0.2 ppm.  The action level is 0.1ppm.

RESPONSIBILITY

A. The Department Director or designee will be responsible for the proper use of Gluteraldehyde in his/her area.

B. The Department Director or designee will be responsible for training and education for the employees.  This will be accomplished during initial department orientation for handling hazardous materials and annually thereafter through the annual safety training.  Training will be documented in the employee's education record according to departmental policy.

C. Each employee will be responsible for following the procedures in his/her work area.

D. Monitoring potential exposure and ongoing monitoring is the responsibility of << Safety and Health Office; Industrial Hygiene Officer>>.

PROCEDURE

A. Follow the instructions provided by the manufacturer for preparation, use, and disposal.  Use test strips as indicated to monitor effectiveness and record results. 

B. Use Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), in accordance with OSHA 1910/132 (a) such as goggles, face masks, impervious gowns or aprons, and gloves (not vinyl or neoprene) such as Nitrile, Butyl Rubber, or Viton® gloves and gowns made or materials such as polypropylene. 

C. Technique hints:

a. To discard solution, pour slowly into the sink without splashing and the water running.
b. Add activation powder to the bottle, replace cap and shake gently to mix. 

c. Place Cidex container lid slightly ajar, allowing an opening only large enough in which to pour fresh solution.

D. Record activation and expiration dates of the solution on the container and keep in the work area.

E. Spill Cleanup:

a. Small Spill (one gallon or less): Locate the spill clean-up kit within the department and follow the instructions.
b. Large Spills (greater than one gallon): Immediately close the area to any walk-through traffic.  Call <<Identify Extension>>, provide location, and instruct the operator to notify the <<Identify (e. g., Administrative Supervisor)>>.
F.
Monitoring:


a. As deemed appropriate by an Industrial Hygienist, initial and annual follow up monitoring of areas where gluteraldehyde is prepared and/or used.


b. Exposure levels greater than 0.1 PPM should trigger engineering (ventilation), administrative (scheduling) or other work rules changes to reduce the exposures.
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