FIRE SAFETY EQUIPMENT & BUILDING FEATURES – EC.02.03.05


Standard EC.02.03.05

The hospital maintains fire safety equipment and fire safety building features. Note: This standard does not require hospitals to have the types of fire-safety equipment and building features described below. However, if these types of equipment or features exist within the building, then the following maintenance, testing, and inspection requirements apply.

Elements of Performance for EC.02.03.05

EC.02.03.02EP1 - The hospital tests supervisory signal devices on the inventory in accordance with the following time frames:

- Quarterly for pressure supervisory indicating devices (including both high- and low-air pressure switches), water level supervisory indicating devices, water temperature supervisory initiating devices, room temperature supervisory indicating devices, and other suppression system supervisory initiating devices
- Semiannual for valve supervisory switches

- Annual for other supervisory initiating devices

The results and completion dates are documented.

Note 1: For additional guidance on performance tests, see NFPA 72-2010: Table 14.4.5

Note 2:  Water storage tanks and associated water storage equipment are not require to be tested.
EC.02.03.05EP2- Every 6 months, the hospital tests vane-type and pressure-type water flow devices and valve tamper switches on the inventory. The results and completion dates are documented. Note 1: For additional guidance on performing tests, see NFPA 72-2010: Table 14.4.5. Note 2: Mechanical water-flow devices (including, but not limited to, water motor gongs) should be tested quarterly. The results and completion dates are documented. (For full text, refer to NFPA 25-2011: Table 5.1.1.2)
EC.02.03.05EP3- Every 12 months, the hospital tests duct detectors, heat detectors, manual fire alarm boxes, and smoke detectors on the inventory. The results and completion dates are documented.

Note: For additional guidance on performing tests, see NFPA 72-2010: Table 14.4.5; 17.14.

EC.02.03.05EP4- Every 12 months, the hospital tests visual and audible fire alarms, including speakers and door-releasing devices on the inventory. The results and completion dates are documented. Note: For additional guidance on performing tests, see NFPA 72-2010: Table 14.4.5.

EC.02.03.05EP5- Every 12 months, the hospital tests fire alarm equipment on the inventory for notifying off-site fire responders. The results and completion dates are documented. Note: For additional guidance on performing tests, see NFPA 72-2010: Table 14.4.5.

EC.02.03.05EP6- For automatic sprinkler systems: The hospital tests electric motor–driven fire pumps monthly and diesel-engine-driven fire pumps every week under no-flow conditions. The results and completion dates are documented. Note: For additional guidance on performing tests, see NFPA 25-2011: 8.3.1; 8.3.2.

EC.02.03.05EP9- For automatic sprinkler systems: Every 12 months, the hospital tests main drains at system low point or at all system risers. The results and completion dates are documented. Note: For additional guidance on performing tests, see NFPA 25-2011: 13.2.5; 13.3.3.4; Table 13.1.1.2; Table 13.8.1.

EC.02.03.05EP10- For automatic sprinkler systems: Every quarter, the hospital inspects all fire department water supply connections. The results and completion dates are documented. Note: For additional guidance on performing tests, see NFPA 25-2011: 13.7; Table 13.1.1.2.

EC.02.03.05EP11- For automatic sprinkler systems: Every 12 months, the hospital tests fire pumps under flow. The results and completion dates are documented. Note: For additional guidance on performing tests, see NFPA 25-2011: 8.3.3.

EC.02.03.05EP12- Every five years, the hospital conducts hydrostatic and water-flow tests for standpipe systems. The results and completion dates are documented. Note: For additional guidance on performing tests, see NFPA 25-2011: 6.3.1; 6.3.2; Table 6.1.1.2.

EC.02.03.05EP13- Every six months, the hospital inspects any automatic fire-extinguishing system in a kitchen. The results and completion dates are documented. Note 1: Discharge of the fire-extinguishing systems is not required. Note 2: For additional guidance on performing inspections, see NFPA 96-2011: 11.2.

EC.02.03.05EP14 Every 12 months, the hospital tests carbon dioxide and other gaseous automatic fire extinguishing systems. The results and completion dates are documented. Note 1: Discharge of the fire-extinguishing systems is not required. Note 2: For full text, refer to NFPA 13-2010 and NFPA 12-2009: Chapter 6.
EC.02.03.05EP15- At least monthly, the hospital inspects portable fire extinguishers. The results and completion dates are documented. Note 1: There are many ways to document the inspections, such as using bar-coding equipment, using check marks on a tag, or using an inventory.

Note 2: Inspections involve a visual check to determine correct type of and clear and unobstructed access to a fire extinguisher, in addition to a check for broken parts and full charge. Note 3: For additional guidance on inspection of fire extinguishers, see NFPA 10- 2010: 7.2.2; 7.2.4

EC.02.03.05EP16- Every 12 months, the hospital performs maintenance on portable fire extinguishers, including recharging. Individuals performing annual maintenance on extinguishers are certified. The results and completion dates are documented. Note 1: There are many ways to document the maintenance, such as using barcoding equipment, using check marks on a tag, or using an inventory.

Note 2: For additional guidance on maintaining fire extinguishers, see NFPA 10-2010: 7.1.2; 7.2.2; 7.2.4; 7.3.1.

EC.02.03.05EP17- The hospital conducts hydrostatic tests on standpipe occupant hoses five years after installation and every three years thereafter. The results and completion dates are documented. Note: For additional guidance on hydrostatic testing, see NFPA 1962-2008 (Chapter 7), and NFPA 25-2011: Chapter 6.
EC.02.03.05EP18- The hospital operates fire and smoke dampers one year after installation and then at least every six years to verify that they fully close. The results and completion dates are documented. Note: For additional guidance on performing tests, see NFPA 90A-2012: 5.4.8; NFPA80-2010: 19.4; NFPA 105-2010: 6.5.

EC.02.03.05EP19- Every 12 months, the hospital tests automatic smoke-detection shutdown devices for air-handling equipment. The results and completion dates are documented. Note: For additional guidance on performing tests, see NFPA 90A-2010: 6.4.1.

EC.02.03.05EP20- Every 12 months, the hospital tests sliding and rolling fire doors, smoke barrier sliding or rolling doors, and sliding and rolling fire doors in corridor walls and partitions for proper operation and full closure. The results and completion dates are documented. Note: For full text, refer to NFPA 80-2010: 5.2.14.3; NFPA 105-2010: 5.2.1; 5.2.2.

EC.02.03.05EP25- The hospital has annual inspection and testing of fire door assemblies by individuals who can demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the operating components of the door being tested. Testing begins with a pre-test visual inspection; testing includes both sides of the opening. Note 1: Nonrated doors, including corridor doors to patient care rooms and smoke barrier doors, are not subject to the annual inspection and testing requirements of either NFPA 80 or NFPA 105. Note 2: For hospitals that use Joint Commission for deemed status purposes: Nonrated doors should be routinely inspected and maintained in accordance with the facility maintenance program. Note 3: For additional guidance on testing of door assemblies, see NFPA 101-2012: 7.2.1.5.10.1; 7.2.1.5.11; NFPA 7.2.1.15; NFPA 80-2010: 4.8.4; 5.2.1; 5.2.3; 5.2.4; 5.2.6; 5.2.7; 6.3.1.7; NFPA 105-2010: 5.2.1.
EC.02.03.05EP27 - Elevators with firefighters’ emergency operations are tested monthly. The test completion dates and results are documented. (For full text, refer to NFPA 101-2012: 9.4.3; 9.4.6)

EC.02.03.05EP28-Documentation of maintenance, testing, and inspection activities for fire alarm and water-based fire protection systems include the following:
· Name of the activity
· Date of the activity

· Inventory of devices, equipment, or other items
· Required frequency of the activity

· Name and contact information, including affiliation, of the person who performed the activity

· NFPA standard(s) referenced for the activity

· Results of the activity

Note: For additional guidance on documenting activities, see NFPA 25-2011: 4.3; 4.4; NFPA 72-2010: 14.2.1; 14.2.2; 14.2.3; 14.2.4. NFPA 101-2012: 18-19.7.2.1.5.10.1;7.2.1.5.11
Recommended Documents:
1. Policy on fire equipment inspections

2. Table documenting the testing and inspection of the systems and equipment.

Examples:

FS-EC.02.03.05EP01-27 a Policy Fire Safety Equipment Inspections 
FS-EC.02.03.05EP01-27 b Attachment I – Fire Safety Equipment Inventory & Testing
EC.02.03.05 Fire Safety Equipment
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