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<<Facility Name>> Emergency Management Committee and <<Medical Staff Office>> will perform emergency credentialing on volunteers that are licensed independent practitioners. The hospital grants those responsible for granting disaster privileges, through its medical staff bylaws, for those volunteer licensed independent practitioners. 
PROCEDURE

1. The hospital grants disaster privileges to volunteer licensed independent practitioners (LIP) when the Emergency Operations Plan has been activated in response to a disaster and the hospital is unable to meet immediate patient needs.

2. The medical staff has identified, in its bylaws, those individuals who are responsible for granting disaster privileges to volunteer LIP.  The <<Facility Name Medical Staff Bylaw>> has been revised to include the individuals responsible. Those individuals will establish a <<Medical Staff Center>> in the <<Physician Dining Room>> once notified by the Medical Care Branch Director during Phase III of the Emergency Operations Plan. 
3. The LIP will have approved identification issued to them through the <<Labor Pool Center>>. The picture of the LIP will be taken in the <<Physician dining room>> with a digital camera.  A runner will be utilized in taking the information and photo to the <<Labor Pool Center>>and return with their badge. 

4. The volunteer LIP will shadow a <<hospital physician>> for the initial orientation to the facility.  The hospital physician will directly observe the volunteer LIP for the first <<8 or 12 hours>>.  After the direct observation period, the volunteer LIP will be released to the area’s Charge Nurse for direction and contact while on duty. 
5. Before a volunteer LIP is considered eligible to function, the Medical Staff Center will perform emergency credentialing on the volunteer LIP through <<Systems for physician credentialing phone numbers and websites>>.  The Medical Staff Center will obtain his or her valid government-issued photo identification (for example, a driver’s license or passport) and at least one of the following:

a. A current picture identification card from a health care organization that clearly identifies professional designation.

b. A current license to practice.

c. Primary source verification of licensure.

d. Identification indicating that the individual is a member of a Disaster Medical Assistance Team (DMAT), the Medical Reserve Corps (MRC), the Emergency System for Advance Registration of Volunteer Health Professionals (ESAR-VHP), or other recognized state or federal response hospital or group.

e. Identification indicating that the individual has been granted authority by a government entity to provide patient care, treatment, or services in disaster circumstances.

f. Confirmation by a licensed independent practitioner currently privileged by the hospital or a staff member with personal knowledge of the volunteer practitioner’s ability to act as a licensed independent practitioner during a disaster.
6. During a disaster, the medical staff oversees the performance of each volunteer licensed independent practitioner.

7. Based on its oversight of each volunteer LIP, <<Facility Name>> will determine within 72 hours of the practitioner’s arrival if granted disaster privileges should continue.

8. Every effort of obtaining verification of licensure occurs as soon as the immediate emergency situation is under control or within 72 hours from the time the volunteer LIP arrives. If primary source verification of a volunteer LIP’s licensure cannot be completed within 72 hours of the practitioner’s arrival due to extraordinary circumstances, the hospital documents all of the following:

a. Reason(s) why it could not be performed within 72 hours of the practitioner’s arrival.

b. Evidence of the licensed independent practitioner’s demonstrated ability to continue to provide adequate care, treatment, and services.

c. Evidence of the hospital’s attempt to perform primary source verification as soon as possible.

9. If, due to extraordinary circumstances, primary source verification of licensure of the volunteer LIP cannot be completed within 72 hours of the practitioner’s arrival, it is performed as soon as possible.
ATTACHMENT:

A current copy of the Bylaws should be attached. 
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