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POLICY

It is the policy of <<Facility Name>> that all critical components of the piped medical gas and vacuum systems waste anesthetic gas disposal (WAGD) and support gas systems on the inventory will be inspected, tested, and maintained.  
PROCEDURE

1. The critical components of the piped medical gas and vacuum systems will be inspected, tested, and maintained <<semi-annually, annually, bi-annually>> or at a frequency designated by manufacturer’s recommendation, history, risk assessment, or environmental tours information. The critical components of the piped medical gas systems that are maintained include the source subsystems, control valves, alarms, manufactured assemblies containing patient gases, and inlets/outlets.
2. The pressure, cross connection and purity testing of medical gas systems is required only when the systems are installed, repaired, or modified.
3. The <<Engineering Department>> will be responsible for maintaining these systems through the use of either in-house personnel or contractors are qualified by training and certification to the requirements of the American Society of Sanitary Engineers (ASSE) 6030 or 6040.
4. The system and the critical components of the system will become part of the preventive maintenance activities and assigned preventive maintenance numbers that will enable these systems and devices to have a maintenance history and file.

5. Through the preventive maintenance program, the work shall be scheduled throughout the year.  The maintenance calendar shall be coordinated so as not to cause disruption in the patient care areas. 

6. All work performed on an active piped medical gas system shall be coordinated with the clinical nurse managers of the affected area prior to any scheduled maintenance. 
7. Once the preventive maintenance work is completed, the clinical nurse manager of the affected area shall be notified that the systems are back on line.

8. Activities, dates, and results will be maintained in the <<Engineering Department>> department.
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