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POLICY

<<Facility Name>> performs all appropriate tests on the emergency generators.
PROCEDURE
1. Every week, the hospital inspects the emergency power supply system (EPSS), including all associated components and batteries. 
2. The results and completion dates of the inspections/testing are documented.

3. Each emergency generator system is tested and inspected based on NFPA® standards, state requirements, and manufacturer recommendations.  The diesel-powered emergency generator is tested according to the following:
· Monthly 
· Begins with a cold start

· Under load
· Tested for at least 30 continuous minutes
· The cooldown period is not part of the 30 continuous minutes
4. The emergency generator is tested with either:

· a dynamic load of at least 30% of nameplate rating of the generator
 OR 
· meets the manufacturer’s recommendations for exhaust gas temperature during the test 
Note: For non-diesel-powered generators tests need only to be conducted with available load 
5. If the emergency generator does not meet either the 30% load requirement or the meet the manufacturer’s recommendation for exhaust gas temperature, then the generator must be tested every 12 months with a supplemental load (dynamic or static) at the following two- step schedule:

· 50% of nameplate rating for 30 minutes

· 75% of nameplate rating for 60 minutes

· Total of 1-1/2 continuous hours (90 minutes) of testing.  
If load banks are routinely used as part of the load during testing to raise the load above 30% of capacity, there must be a method to automatically transfer to actual load in the case of a failure of the primary sources of power.
6. Load tests shall include complete cold starts and timing of the time delays.
7. The date and data of the tests for each emergency generator will be maintained by the <<Engineering Department>>.
8. If a generator-based system should fail during a test, or during actual operations, or at other times, it will be repaired as quickly as possible.  If it cannot be returned to service and pass the monthly test within a few hours, a backup generator will be brought in and connected for use until the primary generator can be repaired and pass the test.
9. An immediate risk assessment will be made, based on the availability of other connected generators within the system to take over the same load, the time to repair the engine – generator system, and the availability of replacement generators.  Additional factors include the ability to move patients to areas not affected by the failure, and the potential consequences of the failure.  If the engine-generator system cannot be repaired within a few hours, a backup generator will be required and installed.

10. Once that generator is installed, it will be tested with the existing emergency power system components in place and must pass the monthly test as required.  This generator must remain in place until the prime generator is ready to return to service and has passed the test.  Only after the prime generator is tested can the backup generator be removed from service.  
11. If the prime generator provides power to the Operating Rooms and other emergency areas, these areas must not be used until an operating, tested generator is in place.  As soon possible, patients should be moved from areas served by the failed generator to areas served by an operating generator or until a functional generator is in place.

12. The repaired generator must be tested, and pass test, prior to disconnection and removal of the backup emergency generator. 
13. For hospitals that use Joint Commission accreditation for deemed status purposes: When a new structure is built or when an existing structure or building is renovated. The generator must be located in accordance with the location requirements found in the Health Care Facilities Code (NFPA 99 and Tentative Interim Amendments TIA 12-2, TIA 12-3, TIA 12-4, TIA 12-5, TIA 12-6); Life Safety Code (NFPA 101 and Tentative Interim Amendments TIA 12-1, TIA 12-2, TIA 12-3, TIA 12-4); and NFPA 110. (Reference EM.02.02.09, EP9)
ATTACHMENT:
Attachment I- Emergency Generator Test Log (UT-EC.02.05.07 EP4-6 b)
Attachment II- Individual Generator Test Form (UT-EC.02.05.07EP4-6 c)

Attachment III-Individual Weekly Generator Maintenance Log (UT-EC.02.05.07EP4-6 d)
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