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POLICY
It is the policy of <<Facility Name>> that ensure that areas designated for administration of general anesthesia (specifically, inhaled anesthetics) using medical gases or vacuum are in accordance with applicable sections of the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Life Safety Code NFPA-2012 8.7 and NFPA 99-2012.
PROCEDURE

1. Zone valves are located immediately outside each anesthetizing location for medical gas or vacuum, readily accessible in an emergency, and arranged so shutting off any one anesthetizing location will not affect others.
2. Area alarm panels are installed to monitor all medical gas, medical-surgical vacuum, and piped waste anesthetic gas disposal (WAGD) systems. Alarm panels include visual and audible sensors and are in locations that provide for surveillance, including medical gas
pressure decreases of 20% and vacuum decreases of 12-inch gauge HgV (mercury vacuum).
3. Alarm sensors are installed either on the source side of individual room zone valve box assemblies or on the patient/use side of each of the individual zone valve box assemblies. (For full text, refer to NFPA 101-2012: 18/19.3.2.3; NFPA 99-2012: 5.1.4.8.7; 5.1.9.3.)
4. The essential electrical system’s (EES) critical branch supplies power for task illumination, fixed equipment, select receptacles, and select power circuits. The EES equipment system supplies power to the ventilation system. (For full text, refer to 

NFPA 101-2012: 18/19.3.2.3: NFPA 99-2012: 6.4.2.2.4.2.)
5. Existing smoke control systems automatically vent smoke, prevent the recirculation of smoke originating within the surgical suite, and prevent circulation of smoke entering the system intake, without interfering with exhaust function. New occupancies have no smoke control requirement.
6. For hospitals that use Joint Commission accreditation for deemed status purposes: Existing smoke control systems are maintained according to the edition of NFPA 101 adopted by The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services at the time of installation.

(For full text, refer to NFPA 101-2012: 18/19.3.2.2; NFPA 99-2012: 9.3.1.) Please note, The Joint Commission currently has the NFPA 101-2012: code reference as chapters 20/21 which are ambulatory. SMS, Inc. believes that it is a typographical error and has listed the information, accordingly, please be advised of this differentiation.
7. A copy of NFPA 101-2012 and NFPA 99-2012 are available in <<Facility Manager’s Office>>.
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