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POLICY

It is the policy of <<Facility Name>> to assure that all containers are properly labeled, to ensure that the correct use and handling of each container occurs, and to reduce the potential for an accident or exposure.  
PURPOSE

The OSHA 29 CFR 1910.1200 Hazard Communication Standards provides labeling requirements for hazardous chemicals and chemotherapeutic materials while the Bloodborne Pathogen Standards provides labeling requirements for potentially infectious waste.  The 10 CFR Part 20 provides labeling information for radioactive material.  The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) also provides details on labeling requirements. 
PROCEDURE
1. The responsibility for compliance with the labeling program is delegated to each Department Director.
2. Environmental Tours are used to randomly verify the container labeling, and if patterns or trends of labeling problems are identified, they are referred to the Environment of Care® (EOC) Committee. 
3. All labels should identify the contents, appropriate hazard warning, and name of manufacturer or responsible party. 
4. The individuals conducting environmental tours will evaluate container labeling.

A. Chemical Container Labeling 
1. All containers of hazardous chemical materials must be labeled per regulations. Specifically, each required label must contain the following information:

a. The label for each hazard chemical shall include the product identifier used on the Safety Data Sheet (SDS).

b. The labels on shipped containers shall also include the name, address, and telephone number of the chemical manufacturer, importer, or responsible party.

c. The label for each hazardous chemical that is classified shall include the signal word, hazard statement(s), pictogram(s), and precautionary statement(s) for each hazard class and associated hazard category.

2. Signal Word:

a. If the signal word "Danger" is included, the signal word "Warning" shall not appear;

b. If the skull and crossbones pictogram is included, the exclamation mark pictogram shall not appear where it is used for acute toxicity;

c. If the corrosive pictogram is included, the exclamation mark pictogram shall not appear where it is used for skin or eye irritation;

d. If the health hazard pictogram is included for respiratory sensitization, the exclamation mark pictogram shall not appear where it is used for skin sensitization or for skin or eye irritation.

3. Hazard Statement: The text of all applicable hazard statements shall appear on the label, except as otherwise specified. 
a. The information in italics shall be included as part of the hazard statement as provided. For example: "causes damage to organs (state all organs affected) through prolonged or repeated exposure (state route of exposure if no other routes of exposure cause the hazard)". Hazard statements may be combined where appropriate to reduce the information on the label and improve readability, as long as all of the hazards are conveyed as required.

b. If the chemical manufacturer, importer, or responsible party can demonstrate that all or part of the hazard statement is inappropriate to a specific substance or mixture, the corresponding statement may be omitted from the label.

4. Pictograms: Pictograms shall be in the shape of a square set at a point and shall include a black hazard symbol on a white background with a red frame sufficiently wide to be clearly visible. A square red frame set at a point without a hazard symbol is not a pictogram and is not permitted on the label.
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5. Precautionary statement text: There are four types of precautionary statements presented, "prevention," "response," "storage," and "disposal." The core part of the precautionary statement is presented in bold print. This is the text, except as otherwise specified, that shall appear on the label. Where additional information is required, it is indicated in plain text.

For example, a chemical with EYE DAMAGE/IRRITATION can be labeled as below:
	Hazard Category
	Signal Word
	Hazard Statement
	Pictogram

	2A
	Warning
	Causes Eye Irritation
	Exclamation Mark
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	Prevention
	Response
	Storage
	Disposal

	Wash thoroughly after handling. Chemical manufacturer, importer, or distributor to specify parts of the body to be washed after handling. 
Wear eye protection/face protection. 
Chemical manufacturer, importer, or distributor to specify type of equipment.
	If in eyes: Rinse cautiously with water for several minutes. Remove contact lenses, if present and easy to do. Continue rinsing. If eye irritation persists: Get medical advice/attention.
	 
	 


6.
Department Directors are responsible for ensuring that hazardous chemicals in the department are appropriately labeled.

7.
Labels are not to be removed or tampered with.  If damaged or illegible, the labels are to be replaced.

8.
The person receiving or unpacking a hazardous chemical is to check to make sure it is appropriately labeled.

9.
Containers received without labels must be properly labeled or returned to the manufacturer/distributor.  The Department Director should contact the <<Materials Management Department>> if labels are necessary.  Labels may be hand-written, printed on a computer, or supplied by the manufacturer or vendor.  Normally the label on the container will be retained and only changed if damaged or inaccurate.

10.
The <<Materials Management Department>>will assist in obtaining a label from the manufacturer or making arrangements for returning the unlabeled container.  <<Materials Management Department>> will also assist where replacement labels are needed.

11.
Portable (secondary) containers do not have to be labeled if intended for immediate use by the employee who transferred it from a labeled container.  Examples include mop buckets, graduates and containers used to measure and mix chemical materials, and other containers filled and used by one person and emptied by the end of the shift.
B.
Regulated Medical Waste (RMW) / Biohazardous Waste (“Red Bag Waste”)
1. All containers for RMW / Biohazardous waste are labeled by color (red/orange bags will be used for RMW / Biohazardous waste) or (“Potentially Infectious Medical Waste” and/or “Biohazardous Waste”)
2.
No other materials or waste may be placed in red / orange bags.  Any material placed in such bag will normally be handled as RMW / Biohazardous waste.

3.
RMW wastes will be transported in closed carts, separately from other waste, to a dedicated storage area.  They are collected on a periodic basis by a vendor who takes them to a facility for disposal and destruction.

4.
The vendor provides initial manifests for the waste when they are removed and provides additional copies to document their destruction, processing, or elimination.  These must be matched to assure all manifests are closed, to prevent potential legal concerns.
5.
Sharps (e. g., needles, syringes, blades, broken glass, and other such physical hazards) are collected in rigid, hard-sided boxes and containers to prevent punching through, and kept in those containers through disposal.  Sharps may be handled as part of the RMS/ Biohazardous Waste process and manifested as part of that process or may require a process of their own. 
C.
Chemotherapeutic Waste (Chemo Waste)

1.
Chemo Waste is the waste residual materials from preparation, administration, and transport of this material (e. g., syringes, vials, IV bags, and tubing, absorbent, gloves, gowns and other waste associated with the preparation, transport, and /or administration of these medications).

2.
All such waste will be separated, segregated, and placed into white bags or containers with the yellow Chemo labels.  After filling, these containers will be placed and collected with the RMW (red bag) waste.  A vendor will take these to a facility for high temperature incineration (>1000oC / 1800oF).

3.
The vendor manifests the waste when they are removed and provides copies to document their destruction, processing, or elimination.

D.
Radioactive Waste
1
Radioactive waste is waste material that has been contaminated by or is inherently radioactive.  They are handled and managed by the Radiation Safety Office.

2.
The Radiation Safety Office manages receipt of radioactive materials, their storage, preparation for use, use, and collection after use. 

3.
The waste and residual materials are either returned to the vendor or placed in a designated area (aka, the “Hot Room”) until they decay to the background levels and are permitted to be disposed of by their secondary hazards.

4.
The Radiation Safety Officer manages the program based on the requirements of the license.  If manifesting of waste is needed, the RSO will maintain those documents.

E.
Procedures to ensure that labels are properly displayed

1. All containers of hazardous substances must be labeled, and such labels shall remain on the container for the life of the container.
a. Each Department Director/Facilitator is responsible for ensuring that all chemical containers in their department(s) are labeled.

i. Instruct all employees that labels are not to be removed.

ii. Conduct spot inspections to insure labels are affixed.

iii. If labels are destroyed or removed, immediately replace the label and/or mark the container with required information, which may be copied from another identical container.

2. Labeling is evaluated as part of regular Environmental Tours inspections and randomly during other activity:
a. The departments involved will correct containers with improper labels or lacking labels.

b. Where a trend or pattern of label problems is identified, the information will be forwarded to the EOC for action.

3.
Identification of transfer containers

Transfer containers need not be labeled if hazardous materials are transferred into them and are immediately used by the employee conducting the transfer (within that shift, by that employee).
a.
All employees should be instructed about this option.

b.
Questions as to whether a container qualifies for this exemption will be referred to the <<Safety Officer>>.
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