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POLICY

It is the policy of <<Facility Name>> to comply with local, state, and federal laws and risks associated with selecting, handling, storing, transporting, using, and disposing of hazardous gases and vapors.  
Procedures
A. Selecting

1. All hazardous gases and vapors will be managed to protect the staff, patients, and visitors from unnecessary exposures.  Hazardous gases and vapors include, but are not limited to, ethylene oxide and nitrous oxide gases; vapors generated by glutaraldehyde; cauterizing equipment, such as lasers; waste anesthetic gas disposal (WAGD); and laboratory rooftop exhaust. Unnecessary exposures will be reported to the <<Safety Officer>> immediately.  All efforts will be made to reduce the risk of exposure.
2. When selecting gases or chemicals for use in cleaning, sterilizing, laboratory use, or administering to patients, the vapors or off gassing of those products may and can be dangerous to the staff. 
3. In order to reduce the risk to staff, the current –aldehydes should be evaluated for safer, less toxic, and equally effective products. This process would need to include the Safety Officer, Hazardous Material Coordinator, the department of usage, and Infection Control. 
4. Once the product has been reviewed and selected, the process for monitoring that product will need to be evaluated. 
5. The current inventory of gases and vapors that are to be managed and monitored are:
i. <<Formaldehyde>>
ii. <<Xylene>>
iii. <<Glutaraldehyde>>
iv. <<Ethylene Oxide>>
v. <<Waste Anesthesia Gases>>
vi. <<Vapors from cauterizing equipment and lasers>>
B. Handling & Using

1. Levels of these hazardous vapors and gases should be maintained below action levels by appropriate containment, ventilation, and other engineering methods.  Where these levels temporarily cannot be maintained:

i. The appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) needed in the handling and usage of the chemical should be readily available to the staff.
ii. The PPE should be inspected for wear and tear and should fit all the staff that works with that product. 
iii. The PPE should be properly cleaned and sanitized between usage.

2. The Department Director/Manager should evaluate monitoring for compliance on usage of the chemical and donning of PPE periodically. 

C. Transporting & Storage
1. Hazardous gases and vapors will be transported and stored in the appropriate container as prescribed by the manufacturer.
2. These products will be identified on the Hazardous Storage Areas Form and checked periodically. 
D. Disposing

Disposal of these hazardous gases and/or vapors is generally exhausted to the outside air.  Where the levels would exceed federal or other regulatory levels, appropriate capture or conversion systems are used to reduce the levels to acceptable levels.

<<NFPA 99, 2012 9.3.9 Medical Plume Evacuation: Plumes from medical procedures, including the use of lasers, shall be capture by one of the following methods: Direct connection to an unfiltered dedicated exhaust system that discharges outside the building, HEPA filtering and direct connection to a return or exhaust duct, chemical and thermal sterilization and return to the space.>>
All documentation of waste disposal is maintained pursuant to local, state, and federal regulation, and any problems or deviations will be promptly reported to the appropriate authority as well as the <<Safety Officer>>.
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