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INTRODUCTION:
This event would include freezing or frozen precipitation (freezing rain, sleet, snow) or combined effects of winter precipitation and strong winds.
A. DEFINITIONS:
a. Severe snow storm- a snowfall of greater than four inches or a snowfall which is forecast to cause significant travel problems.  

b. Winter Storm Warning- Issued when hazardous winter weather in the form of heavy snow, heavy freezing rain, or heavy sleet is imminent or occurring. Winter Storm Warnings are usually issued 12 to 24 hours before the event is expected to begin.
c. Ice storm- a forecast of ice or icy rain that is expected to cause significant impediment to travel, by foot or vehicle. 
d. Blizzard Warning- Issued for sustained or gusty winds of 35 mph or more and falling or blowing snow creating visibilities at or below ¼ mile; these conditions should persist for at least three hours.
B. MITIGATION:
· Emergency Response Plan

· Radio Scanner, weather radio, and National Weather Service for monitoring weather

· Building, grounds, and equipment preparations including snowplows with salt spreaders, snow blowers, and other snow removal or movement tools
· Protocol for placement and timing of ice-melting products
C. PREPAREDNESS
· Staff Training

· Purchased ice-melting products, sand and/or rock salt
· Purchased snow and ice removal tools
D. RESPONSE
1. Pre-treatment of ice or snow on sidewalks, parking lots and garage, fire exit egress passage ways and any other areas where individuals walk into the facility, will occur at the allotted time needed before the winter storm arrives. 
2. During the winter season, <<Engineering, Grounds, EVS staff>> will provide methods to snow and ice removal.  This staff will be utilized to remove snow and ice from the building entrances, fire exit egresses, main roadways, and parking areas.
3. Weather reports are indicating a severe weather condition, such as severe snow and ice in the next 12 hours.  The switchboard operator will maintain a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) warning radio and will monitor it for inclement weather watches and warnings in <<Name Counties>>.  
4. If the radio indicates weather is detected, the switchboard operator will call the House Supervisor to indicate that weather may be coming within the area. 
5. The House Supervisor will monitor TV and Internet sites for updates and movement. 
6. In the event of a severe winter weather is imminent, the House Supervisor, the following steps will be taken:

a. The House Supervisor/Incident Commander will notify administration and/or administrator on call on weather situation. The determination will be made for steps to take for the winter/ice storm. 

b. The House Supervisor will notify the operator and they will alpha page: “SEVERE WEATHER, (weather condition) WARNING IS NOW IN EFFECT”
c. The House Supervisor/Incident Commander will contact the department directors Department heads are responsible for ensuring that their departments are adequately staffed during the storm.

i. Department heads should prepare and have available a current list of the names, addressees and telephone numbers of all departmental personnel.

ii. Department heads should report to the <<Operations Chief>> on the status of the department’s staffing throughout the snow emergency.

iii. All employees requesting to go off duty must obtain the approval of their department head.  The department head may not give this approval without prior clearance from the appropriate Associate/Assistant Director.  Staff must not leave their work -stations until relief has arrived or until dismissed by the department head.

iv. No department should reduce its hours of operation without prior approval from the <<Operations Chief>>.

v. Employees are to check with their immediate supervisor before leaving their department at the end of the shift. 

7. Transportation for staff needed for critical or essential staffing will be handled through the Transportation Unit Leader.

8. The Logistics Chief with the Support Branch Director and/or Employee Health and Well Being Unit Leader would handle the needs of staff during the emergency.  The Logistics Chief would be authorized to modify the normal use of hospital space, fitness center, or gymnasiums, and/or to work with local hotels and motels to provide accommodations for staff.  
9. Meal service for staff is authorized where approved by the Logistics Chief.
10. If the weather does not escalate to a warning and the watch has been canceled by the National Weather Service or NOAA, the House Supervisor will notify the operator to page “SEVERE WEATHER ____, ALL CLEAR”, three times. After 9:00 p.m., page only once.
11. If the building(s) have been significantly damaged by the weather, the Incident Commander will then issue a DISASTER (refer to Emergency Operations Plan), as necessary.
12. Do not use elevators until the building has been determined safe.
13. If damage occurs in your area, call #### (HCC) to report this.

E.
RECOVERY

Once the ALL CLEAR has been notified, the following should occur:

1.    An infrastructure assessment should occur with the <<Engineering Department>> checking all the buildings, grounds and campus for any damage that may have occurred during the storms. Any damage that could cause harm to patients, visitors and staff should be reported immediately to the Incident Commander.  
2.    All equipment and/or supplies used during the severe weather should be accounted for restocked or reordered depending on their status. 
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