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INTRODUCTION:
This event includes large hail, at least 3/4 inches (0.75 inches) in diameter, damaging winds, at least 58 mph, or 50 knots, flash flooding, thunderstorms, and/or tornadoes.
A. DEFINITIONS:
a. Tornado Watch- indicates there is a tornado watch in effect (conditions are right for a tornado/severe weather to occur). 
b. Tornado Warning- indicates there is a tornado warning in effect, a tornado has been sighted or indicated on radar and/or within a 20-mile radius and traveling in the direction of the hospital within <<Counties>> traveling in the direction of the hospital 
c. Flood Warning- heavy rains are predicted or occurring in our area that may cause flooding, overtaxes the local storm drainage system or sewer water back up on our property
d. Severe Weather- indicates large hail, at least 3/4 inches (0.75 inches) in diameter, damaging winds, at least 58 mph, or 50 knots
B. MITIGATION:
· Emergency Response Plan

· Radio Scanner, weather radio, and National Weather Service for monitoring weather

· Building, grounds, and equipment preparations

· Protocol for patient care and movement of patients and staff
C. PREPAREDNESS
· Staff Training

· Purchased extra lines for ventilators

· Purchased evacuation tools
D. RESPONSE
a. Weather Watch

1. Weather reports are indicating a severe weather condition, such as hail, strong windstorm, and/or tornado watch.  The switchboard operator will maintain a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) warning radio and will monitor it for inclement weather watches and warnings in <<Counties>>.  
2. If the radio indicates weather is detected, the switchboard operator will call the House Supervisor to indicate that weather may be coming within the area. 

3. The House Supervisor will monitor TV and Internet sites for updates and movement. 
4. In the event of a weather watch, at the discretion of the House Supervisor, the following steps will be taken:

a. The House Supervisor will notify the operator and they will page: “SEVERE, (weather condition) WATCH IS NOW IN EFFECT”, three times at 30-minute intervals until changes or updates. After 9:00 p.m., page only once. 

b. Immediate action should be taken by staff:

i. Close drapes and/or blinds.

ii. Close all doors, as appropriate for patient care.

iii. Standby for changes in weather conditions. 

5. Employees are to check with their immediate supervisor before leaving their department at the end of the shift. 

6. If the weather does not escalate to a warning and the watch has been canceled by the National Weather Service or NOAA, the House Supervisor will notify the operator to page “SEVERE WEATHER ____, ALL CLEAR”, three times. After 9:00 p.m., page only once.

b. Weather Warning

1. In the event of a weather warning, at the discretion of the House Supervisor, the following steps will be taken:

a. The House Supervisor, upon notification of the warning, will go to the Incident Command Center (ICC) and monitor TV and/or radio weather updates.

2. A Severe Weather will be instituted if at anytime the weather update indicates:

a. Hail greater than 1” in diameter

b. Sustained winds in excess of 60 mph

c. A tornado sighted or high potential of a tornado 

d. Within a 20-mile radius and traveling in the direction of the hospital and/or within <<Counties>> (Attachment I- Map for areas of concern) traveling in the direction of the facilities.

3. The House Supervisor will notify the operator and they will page: “SEVERE WEATHER, (weather condition) WARNING IS NOW IN EFFECT”, three times at 5-minute intervals until changes or updates.  After 9:00 p.m., page only once.

4. The House Supervisor will then establish the HCC. The House Supervisor will notify the operator to overhead page that the HCC is now established. The House Supervisor, in the role as the Incident Commander, can assign any staff additional duties as needed.

5. Immediate action should be taken by staff:

a. Move patients, visitors, and staff into their Area of Refuge (Attachment I) in the building. Check all waiting and public areas near your department for visitors.

b. Place the patient’s record at the end of the patient’s bed.  

c. Medication should remain with the patient once the patient is removed from their room, if possible. Each department will be responsible for determining this procedure. 

d. Close all doors.

6. Isolation Patients: Eminent danger requiring physical evacuation of patients to a safer location will take precedence over isolation status.  The following is recommended as time allows: 
a. A regular mask is to be placed on patients in airborne precautions (monitor patient for respiratory compromise). Placing containers of alcohol hand gel in receiving area for use between patients

b. Physically separating isolation patients from other patients if feasible and safe

c. Cover draining wounds or lesions that are exposed when possible (those not already covered by a bandage or clothing) 

d. Exceptions:
i. The risk and benefit of moving isolation patients for the sake of a drill must be weighed and may not be of value. 

ii. Moving patients with any emergent high alert infectious diseases would pose serious risk of exposure to others and is not recommended.   

7. When the weather warning has been lifted, the House Supervisor may issue an ALL CLEAR by notifying the operator and they will page: “SEVERE WEATHER, ALL CLEAR”, three times. After 9:00 p.m., page only once.

8. If the building(s) have been significantly damaged by the weather, the House Supervisor will then issue a DISASTER (refer to Emergency Operations Plan), as necessary.

9. If the building has been struck and you are not in immediate danger, stay where you are.

10. Do not use elevators until the building has been determined safe.

11. If damage occurs in your area, call #### (HCC) to report this.

E.
RECOVERY

Once the ALL CLEAR has been notified, the following should occur:

1.    An infrastructure assessment should occur with the Engineering Department checking all the buildings, grounds and campus for any damage that may have occurred during the storms. Any damage that could cause harm to patients, visitors and staff should be reported immediately to the Incident Commander.  

2.   The patients, visitors, and staff return to their initial locations, if they moved during the storms. 

3.    All equipment and/or supplies used during the severe weather should be accounted for restocked or reordered depending on their status. 
ATTACHMENT I:

AREAS OF REFUGE

<<Input your locations and buildings to their response>>
Building 1 Basement -





<<Area>>- Close all doors and remain in your area.

<<Area>> – Close all doors and remain in any offices that don’t have windows.

Building 1 First Floor -


<<Administration>> – All staff is to remain in their respective offices and close their doors.

<<Conference Rooms>>- (Rooms)- These individuals need to evacuate the conference room and find shelter in the <<Location>> depending on the number of individuals. 

<<ER>> – All patients are to remain in their respective rooms with the doors closed. All staff not assisting patients are to close all doors and head away from the two south sliding door entrances and proceed to an open patient room or any room not containing supplies or windows to the exterior.


Surgery – All patients are to remain in their respective rooms with the doors closed. All staff not assisting a patient are to complete a quick sweep of the area and close all remaining doors. Once the area has been cleared, the staff should take refuge with any patients in need of care, or in a room that doesn’t contain supplies or windows.


<<Main Lobby (Gift Shop, Chapel)>>– All staff and visitors are to be moved out of this area into the hallway past Administration towards the <<Location>>
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