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INTRODUCTION:
This event would include a direct hit from near coastal waters.  Any pre- or post- effects of a hurricane would include tornadoes, high winds and potential flooding. If hospital is not near coastal water remove from HVA.
A. DEFINITIONS:
a. Hurricane season- The portion of the year having a relatively high incidence of hurricanes. The hurricane season in the Atlantic, Caribbean, and Gulf of Mexico runs from June 1 to November 30. The hurricane season in the Eastern Pacific basin runs from May 15 to November 30. The hurricane season in the Central Pacific basin runs from June 1 to November 30.

b. Hurricane warning- an announcement that sustained winds of 64 knots (74 mph or 119 km/hr.) or higher are expected somewhere within the specified area in association with a tropical, subtropical, or post-tropical cyclone. Because hurricane preparedness activities become difficult once winds reach tropical storm force, the warning is issued 36 hours in advance of the anticipated onset of tropical-storm-force winds. The warning can remain in effect when dangerously high water or a combination of dangerously high water and waves continue, even though winds may be less than hurricane force.
c. Hurricane watch- an announcement that sustained winds of 64 knots (74 mph or 119 km/hr.) or higher is possible within the specified area in association with a tropical, subtropical, or post-tropical cyclone. Because hurricane preparedness activities become difficult once winds reach tropical storm force, the hurricane watch is issued 48 hours in advance of the anticipated onset of tropical storm force winds. 
d. SAFFIR-SIMPSON hurricane scale- See Attachment I for definitions 
B. MITIGATION:
· Emergency Response Plan

· Radio Scanner, weather radio, and National Weather Service for monitoring weather

· Building, grounds, and equipment preparations

· Protocol for patient care and movement of patients and staff
· The local EMS is responsible for the following: coordinating local agencies providing services to preserve life and property, notifying residents of the area to take shelter and evacuate, coordinate evacuation activities, and make provisions for protecting evacuees and those remaining in their homes
C. PREPAREDNESS
· Staff Training
· EMPC involvement with pre-event local response planning with emergency management officials
· Purchased extra portable ventilators

· Purchased evacuation tools
D. RESPONSE
1. Weather reports are indicating a severe weather condition, such as hurricane warning in 72 hours.  The switchboard operator will maintain a National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) warning radio and will monitor it for inclement weather watches and warnings in <<Counties>>.  
2. The switchboard operator will notify the House Supervisor and Emergency Management Program Coordinator to indicate that weather may be coming within the area in the next 72 hours. These individuals will arrange a meeting with the Administrator to discuss implementing this plan and the Pre-Hurricane preparations to begin. 
3. Upon notification that the Pre-Hurricane response has been determined, the House Supervisor will notify department directors and managers responsible for patient care and support services. 
4. A Pre-Hurricane team will assemble to determine best methods for staged evacuation in the next 12 hours. This team will determine communications, staffing, resources and assets, safety and security and patient management. 
5. <<INSERT SPECIFIC PLANS FOR PRE-HURRICANE OPERATIONS FOR YOUR FACILITY>>
6. The <<Engineering department>> will handle hardening actions taken to the facility such as protecting windows, secure loose items, sand bagging or flooding minimization, testing utility systems and preparing backup resources. 

7. The staff and patients that will remain, if determined, during the Hurricane will have adequate resources and assets over the next <<5 days>>.  These are items are located <<Area>> and the following departments will be used for distribution: Identify departments.
8. Alternate care sites have been established and will be open during and after the event. 
9. If the building(s) have been significantly damaged by the weather, the House Supervisor will then issue a DISASTER (refer to Emergency Operations Plan), as necessary.

10. If the building has been struck and you are not in immediate danger, stay where you are.

11. Do not use elevators until the building has been determined safe.

12. If damage occurs in your area, call #### (HCC) to report this.

E.
RECOVERY

Once the ALL CLEAR has been notified, the following should occur:

1. An infrastructure assessment should occur with the Engineering Department checking all the buildings, grounds and campus for any damage that may have occurred during the storms. Any damage that could cause harm to patients, visitors and staff should be reported immediately to the Incident Commander.  
2. The patients, visitors, and staff return to their initial locations, if they moved during the storms. 

3. All equipment and/or supplies used during the severe weather should be accounted for restocked or reordered depending on their status. 
4. Assist with returning patients transferred during the storm. 
ATTACHMENT I:

THE SAFFIR-SIMPSON HURRICANE SCALE DEFINITIONS
The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale is a 1-5 rating based on the hurricane's present intensity. This is used to give an estimate of the potential property damage and flooding expected along the coast from a hurricane landfall. 

Wind speed is the determining factor in the scale, as storm surge values are highly dependent on the slope of the continental shelf and the shape of the coastline, in the landfall region. Note that all winds are using the U.S. 1-minute average.

Category One Hurricane: Winds 74-95 mph (64-82 kt or 119-153 km/hr.)

· Storm surge generally 4-5 ft. above normal

· No real damage to building structures

· Damage primarily to unanchored mobile homes, shrubbery, and trees

· Some damage to poorly constructed signs

· Also, some coastal road flooding and minor pier damage

Category Two Hurricane: Winds 96-110 mph (83-95 kt or 154-177 km/hr.)

· Storm surge generally 6-8 feet above normal. 

· Some roofing material, door, and window damage of buildings

· Considerable damage to shrubbery and trees with some trees blown down

· Considerable damage to mobile homes, poorly constructed signs, and piers

· Coastal and low-lying escape routes flood 2-4 hours before arrival of the hurricane center

· Small craft in unprotected anchorages break moorings

Category Three Hurricane: Winds 111-130 mph (96-113 kt or 178-209 km/hr.)

· Storm surge generally 9-12 ft. above normal

· Some structural damage to small residences and utility buildings with a minor amount of curtain wall failures

· Damage to shrubbery and trees with foliage blown off trees and large trees blown down. 

· Mobile homes and poorly constructed signs are destroyed

· Low-lying escape routes are cut by rising water 3-5 hours before arrival of the center of the hurricane

· Flooding near the coast destroys smaller structures with larger structures damaged by battering from floating debris

· Terrain continuously lower than 5 ft. above mean sea level may be flooded inland 8 miles (13 km) or more

· Evacuation of low-lying residences with several blocks of the shoreline may be required

Category Four Hurricane: Winds 131-155 mph (114-135 kt or 210-249 km/hr.)

· Storm surge generally 13-18 ft. above normal. 

· More extensive curtain wall failures with some complete roof structure failures on small residences

· Shrubs, trees, and all signs are blown down

· Complete destruction of mobile homes

· Extensive damage to doors and windows

· Low-lying escape routes may be cut by rising water 3-5 hours before arrival of the center of the hurricane

· Major damage to lower floors of structures near the shore

· Terrain lower than 10 ft. above sea level may be flooded requiring massive evacuation of residential areas as far inland as 6 miles (10 km)

Category Five Hurricane: Winds greater than 155 mph (135 kt or 249 km/hr.). 

· Storm surge generally greater than 18 ft. above normal

· Complete roof failure on many residences and industrial buildings

· Some complete building failures with small utility buildings blown over or away

· All shrubs, trees, and signs blown down

· Complete destruction of mobile homes

· Severe and extensive window and door damage

· Low-lying escape routes are cut by rising water 3-5 hours before arrival of the center of the hurricane

· Major damage to lower floors of all structures located less than 15 ft. above sea level and within 500 yards of the shoreline

· Massive evacuation of residential areas on low ground within 5-10 miles (8-16 km) of the shoreline may be required
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