FIRE SAFETY DRILLS – EC.02.03.03


Standard EC.02.03.03

The hospital conducts fire drills.

Elements of Performance for EC.02.03.03
EC.02.03.03 EP 1-The hospital conducts fire drills once per shift per quarter in each building defined as a health care occupancy by the Life Safety Code. The hospital conducts quarterly fire drills in each building defined as an ambulatory health care occupancy by the Life Safety Code. (See also LS.01.02.01, EP 11)
Note 1: Evacuation of patients during drills is not required. 
Note 2: When drills are conducted between 9:00 P.M. and 6:00 A.M., the hospital may use alternative methods to notify staff instead of activating audible alarms.
Note 3: In leased or rented facilities, drills need only be conducted in areas of the building that the hospital occupies.

EC.02.03.0 3EP 2-The hospital conducts fire drills every 12 months from the date of the last drill in all freestanding buildings classified as business occupancies and in which patients are seen or treated. 

  Note: In leased or rented facilities, drills need only be conducted in areas of the building that the            hospital occupies.

EC.02.03.03 EP3-When quarterly fire drills are required, they are unannounced and held at unexpected times and under varying conditions. Fire Drills include transmission of the fire alarm signal and simulation of emergency fire conditions
Note 1: When drills are conducted between 9:00 P.M. and 6:00 A.M., the hospital may use alternative methods to notify staff instead of activating audible alarms.
Note 2: For full text, refer to NFPA 101-2012: 18/19 7.1.7; 7.1; 7.2; 7.3

EC.02.03.03 EP4-Staff who work in buildings where patients are housed or treated participate in drills according to the hospital’s fire response plan. 
EC.02.03.03 EP5-The hospital critiques fire drills to evaluate fire safety equipment, fire safety building features, and staff response to fire. The evaluation is documented.

Recommended Documents:
1. Procedures for conducting fire drills in the hospital and in the ambulatory care areas.

2. A matrix that represents at least 12 months of fire drills for all locations.  Drill documentation for two and three years ago may also be requested and should be available.

3. Examples of fire alarm drill critiques for each accreditation eligible location. If deficiencies were notes provide documentation of the correction.

Examples:


FS-EC.02.03.03EP1-5 a Policy on Fire Drills 
FS-EC.02.03.03EP1-5 b Form- Attachment I Fire Drill Critique 
FS-EC.02.03.03EP1-5 c Form- Attachment II Fire Drill Critique for Business 
FS-EC.02.03.03EP1-5 d Form- Attachment III Fire Drill Critique for OR-Surgery 
FS-EC.02.03.03EP1-5 e Form-Attachment IV-Fire Drill Matrix
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